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There must have been something written on the back of the sign which tickled a fancy or two. 

Easter Sunday—Canberra Hospital Run 



Hi all, 
 
I’d like to welcome Daisy to the 
role of editor and congratulate 
him on a great job for his first 
newsletter!!  
 
Improving communications 
and the club. 
As a club we are experiencing 
tremendous growth and we have 
some cool new Harley riders who 
have joined and are very enthu-
siastic about how great the club 
is and how much they are enjoy-
ing the relaxed and welcoming 
environment. This is not a politi-
cal party but a social club and 
our message and job as a com-
mittee is to reinforce RIDE AND 
HAVE FUN!!   We have a great 
group of volunteers in the com-
mittee/road captains who are 
willing to listen and actively take 
on board constructive sugges-
tions to make the club even bet-
ter and we have acted on many 
requests and suggestions over 
the last several months.  The 
committee is working hard to 
make the club a place that eve-
ryone feels welcome to be a part 
of and enjoy.  
 
If you are not happy about some 
aspects then make sure you tell 
someone (me or the committee) 
so that if at all possible it can be 
improved, don’t just have a 
whinge for the sake of it because 
no one needs that!!  We can all 
go to work and have a bad time 
and listen to complaints and 
never have them addressed!!!   
 
We have recognised that we 
need to improve our communica-
tion with our members.  Not eve-
ryone has email access so it 
makes it hard to keep the infor-
mation flowing as smoothly as 
we would like but we will be pub-
lishing either the newsletter or a 
mailout every month to keep you 

updated of what is happening ear-
lier.   
 
A REMINDER:  If you DO have 
an email address but are not 
receiving emails from Kiwi or 
me we don’t have your email 
address and you are missing 
out on the regular updates so 
just drop it to me on an email. 
 
UPDATES 

Monthly Meetings  
The renovations are now com-
plete at Eastlakes Football club so 
our monthly meetings are back 
there as of June.  Check the web-
site for updates and a copy of the 
minutes from each meeting.   
 
Barbecues – Change of time 
for winter 
For the months of July, August 
and September the barbecues at 
Robbos will be a sausage sizzle 
commencing at noon until 1pm to 
take advantage of the warmer 
hours of the day.  Breakfasts will 
start again in October. 
 
Calendar 
The calendar for the July to De-
cember is enclosed. Every effort 
is made to stick to the calendar 
but occasionally we have to make 
changes so keep an eye our for 
notices and check the web site.    
As the time gets closer to each 
event we send out reminders and 
for the longer rides/rallies will 
hold planning meetings.  (see 

Director’s Bike 
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Chapter Officers Contact 

Details 

——————————— 

Director 

Marie Stavropoulos 

0413 312 237 

mariestav@bigpond.com 

 

Assistant Director 

John Weldon 

0417 232 868 

Jh459@bigpond.net.au 

 

Secretary 

Jim McVicar 

0404 829 319 

 

Treasurer 

Graeme Swinton 

0417 274 684 

swington@stgeorge.com.au 

 

Activities Officer 

Graeme Cottrell 

0417 274 684 

Oz-kiwi@bigpond.net.au 

 

Editor 

John Day (Daisy) 

0403 073 624 

jday6819@bigpond.net.au 
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Chapter Officers Contact 

Details (cont) 

——————————— 

Membership Officer 

Peter Henshaw 

0448 823 824 

Phenshaw@bigpond.com 

 

Ladies of Harley 

Merideth Langdale 

murmail@yahoo.com.au 

 

Webmaster 

Ian Parker (Emu) 

0408 483 888 

ema@emusoftware.com.au 

 

Photographer 

Col Hosie 

0411 283 802 

 

Safety Officer 

Luke Smorhun 

0402 056 791 

 

Merchandise Officer 

Pia Mylan 

0412 244 967 

subsidized by CHOG and there 
will be a guest speaker and en-
tertainment.   An envelope will 
be placed in the CHOG box from 
this Saturday so make sure you 
have secured your places early.   

If you wish to nominate for a po-
sition on the committee, you 
must fill in a form (available at 
Robbos) and get it back to 
Robbo’s in the envelope provided 
by no later than the 10th July.  A 
candidate for a position must 
have attended a minimum of 
three (3) meetings in the six 
months period prior to the 30th 
June 2007 and be a full member 
of HOG international and CHOG.   

We have some great rides and 
functions coming up over the 
next few months so look our for 
these and remember you must 
get your names on the run 
sheets early so that Road Cap-
tains can plan the rides properly. 
 
That’s all from me, must go rid-
ing now!!!!! 
 
 

RIDE AND HAVE FUN 
 
Marie (Devil) 
Director, Canberra Harley Own-
ers Group 

inside for preliminary details 
of the National and Vic ral-
lies).  We will also be announc-
ing dates for rallies as soon as 
we get the information for those 
that need to plan leave etc well 
in advance.   
 
Next Quarterly Birthday Party 
– 22nd June  
If your birthday is in April, May 
or June then it’s time to cele-
brate!  Each quarter we have a 
dinner/party night at the Hellenic 
Club to celebrate/commiserate 
the birthdays for the last 3 
months.  The Hellenic Club has a 
great dinner in the Bistro and 
then a band with lots of fun and 
dancing (just ask the crew that 
went to the last one).  The next 
one is scheduled for the 22nd 
June so you need to get your 
names on the board to let us 
know how many to book for. 
  
Membership Renewals and 
COMPETITION!!!!! 
Memberships are due at the end 
of June and renewal forms are 
being mailed out shortly.  The 
renewals day is on the 7th July 
starting at 10.00am.   RENEW 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP BY DROP-
PING IN YOUR FORM AND 
MONEY TO ROBBO’S ON OR BE-
FORE 7TH JULY and you will go 
into the draw for a $200 gift 
voucher from Robbo’s!!!  
Don’t miss out!! 
 
Club PHOTO shoot – 7th July 
Come along on the 7th July, re-
new your membership and get 
into the club photo to be pub-
lished in the International HOG 
Tales Magazine.  PHOTO to be 
taken at midday. 
 
AGM – 14th July -  Eastlake 
Football Club 
The AGM will commence at 
6.00pm for 6.30pm with dinner 
to follow.  Please get your names 
up on the board and pay your 
money at Robbos. The dinner is 



This ride was tabled for a run 
to Binalong but because of a 
change in road captains at the 
last minute the destination was 
changed to Gunning. What 
looked like being a cold and 
miserable autumn day turned 
out to be a pleasant day for 
riding Harleys. It was great to 

see so many new riders take 
part in this ride particularly 
Steve who came all the way 
from the South Coast to be part 
of the run. Six bikes met at the 
shop and headed off to Hall to 
meet four other bikes.  
 
After a ride briefing we headed 

Binalong Run Come Gunning Run 

Road Captains Contact 

Details 

——————————— 

Head Road Captain 

Rob Hamilton 

0416 309 371 

Lynhamilton_2000@yahoo.com 

 

Road Captains 

Marie Stavropoulos 

0413 312 237 

mariestav@bigpond.com 

 

David Mylan 

0411 878 854 

David.mylan@bigpond.com 

 

John Weldon 

0417 232 868 

jh459@bigpond.net.au 

 

Ian (Emu) Parker 

0408 483 888 

emu@emusoftware.com.au 
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                                                         ABN 37 059 249 455 
 

For all your fulfilment, database management, confer-
ence satchel assembly, telemarketing, offset printing, 

laser printing including colour, envelope and packaging 
supply, pick & pack, warehousing and distribution ser-

vices. 
 P O B o x 7 0 7 7 , C A N B E R R A B C 2 6 1 0  1 1 T r a l e e S t r e e t , H U M E A C T 2 6 2 0  
 

Telephone: 02 6269 1000 
Fax: 02 6260 2770 

Email: nmm@nationalmailing.com.au 
Web: www.nationalmailing.com.au 

 

OUR SINCERE THANKS TOOUR SINCERE THANKS TOOUR SINCERE THANKS TOOUR SINCERE THANKS TO 
NATIONAL MAILING AND MARKETING FOR THE NATIONAL MAILING AND MARKETING FOR THE NATIONAL MAILING AND MARKETING FOR THE NATIONAL MAILING AND MARKETING FOR THE 

PRINTINGPRINTINGPRINTINGPRINTING 
OF THE CANBERRA HARLEY OWNERS NEWSLET-OF THE CANBERRA HARLEY OWNERS NEWSLET-OF THE CANBERRA HARLEY OWNERS NEWSLET-OF THE CANBERRA HARLEY OWNERS NEWSLET-
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Road Captains Contact  

Details (cont) 

——————————— 

Brett Hannam (Hammer) 

0407 496 803 

hannamb@ccfa.com.au 

 

Paul Brandy (Casper) 

0431 290 045 

 

Dave Lollback (Wobbly) 

0405 285 867 

 

Ron Tollenaar (Rainman) 

Ron_tollenaar@rams.net.au 

 

Ross Benjamin (Biggles) 

Ross-kym@bigpond.net.au 

 

John Day (Daisy) 

0403 073 624 

jday6819@bigpond.net.au 

 

 

$1,087.60 which consisted 
of: 

• $143.00 from Robbos for 
BBQ costs 

• $560.00 for new member-
ships 

• $377.00 merchandise sales 
• $7.50 interest 

Cheques made out last 
month $2,836.83 which con-
sisted of: 

• $200.00 donation to the 
Salvation Army Drought 
Relief Appeal 

• $2,364.23 reimburse Rob-
bos for POT travel and ac-
commodation 

• $135.00 trailer rego 
• $137.60 BBQ costs 

(See financial report at end of 
minutes). 

Michele Gorman accepted the 
Treasurer’s Report and it was 
seconded by Robert Gorman. 

Directors Report:  Marie was 
unable to attend the meeting.   

Road Captains Report:  Rob 
Hamilton was unable to attend 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
CANBERRA HARLEY OWNERS GROUP 

Thursday 3 May 2007 
Canberra City RSL 

Members present:  John 
Weldon, Peter Cutting, Ross and 
Kym Benjamin, Rob and Michele 
Gorman, Meredith Langdale, 
Richard Gardiner, Alan and Deb-
bie Fitch, Wobbly, Russ Martin, 
Paul and Terri Brandy, Ron and 
Maree Tollenaar, Graeme Sinton, 
Col and Kris Macauley, Brett 
Hannam (Hammer), Olaf Moon 

Meeting opened at 7.10pm 

Apologies:  Marie Stavropoulos, 
Flash and Pam Hosie, Emu, Jim 
McVicar, Graeme Cottrell, Pia 
and David Mylan 

JB ran the meeting as Marie 
Stavropoulos wasn’t able to at-
tend. 

The previous Minutes were ap-
proved by Rob Gorman and sec-
onded by JB. 

Secretary’s Report:  No report 
as Jim McVicar unable to attend 
the meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Graeme 
reported that the balance of the 
cheque account and Term de-
posit at the end of April was 
$4,650.34. 

Money banked last month 

to Gunning via the back roads 
of Sutton and Murrumbateman. 
The views were spectacular and 
well worth the extra kilometres.  
 
The owners of The Do Duck Inn 
in Gunning were waiting for our 
arrival and provided us with a 
tasty lunch. The food was good, 
the company was better and 
the singing was an unexpected 
bonus!!! Thanks to Col and Pam 
for the Birthday Cake (not 
really). 
 
It was a quick trip back to Can-
berra where everyone said their 
goodbyes and headed for 

home. Overall the trip was a 
pleasant way to spend a day 
and it appeared that everyone 
enjoyed themselves. Finally, I 
would like to thank Col for fill-
ing in as the rear Roadie. It was 
much appreciated. 
 
Rob Hamilton 
Head Road Captain   



the meeting.  Hammer mentioned that Rob 
Hamilton had compiled an extensive folder for 
the Road Captains.  Each Road Captain now 
has a copy.  It is 7-8 pages and very detailed 
outlining everything that a Road Captain 
needs to know, including a card which gives 
the official wording to read out before rides. 

Activities Officer:  Graeme was overseas in 
America. 

Membership Officer:  Peter Henshaw was 
unable to attend the meeting.  JB reported 
that the membership database was currently 
being worked on. 

Rob Gorman reported that when customers 
buy a new bike they are encouraged to join 
Canberra HOG and if they wish to join, after 
filling out the relevant forms, are issued with 
their membership card on the spot.   

Included on the membership form is the op-
tion for the customer to be contacted for fur-
ther information about HOG.  Ron Tollenaar 
will contact the prospective member if more 
information on HOG is required.  Rob will pass 
on the customer details to Ron. 

Ladies of Harley:  Meredith had nothing to 
report. 

Editor, Webmaster, Safety Officer, Pho-
tographer and Merchandising Officers 
were all unable to attend the meeting. 

JB advised that the newsletter would be 
mailed out tomorrow 4 May 2007.  All items 
are to be emailed to John Day (Daisy) at 
jday6819@bigpond.net.au for inclusion in fu-
ture newsletters. 

Kris Macauley spoke on behalf of Pia 
(Merchandising) and advised that the mini-
mum order for T-shirts with Acme is 50 mens 
and 50 womens.  There is no restriction on 
sizes.   

JB mentioned that the vote for the new colour 
for the Canberra HOG Chapter T-shirts would 
be at the next meeting on 7 June 2007.  
Members votes have to be in by 2 June 2007.  
A sheet for voting is on the board at Robbos, 
complete with the colour selection chart.  Peo-
ple are encouraged to vote for their favourite 
colour. 

Sponsor’s News:  All excitement!!  Kris re-
ported that the building was looking great, it 
is up to lock upstage and the power will be on 
shortly.  Walls have been painted, front steps 
are in and landscaping has been commenced.  
Kris and Col invited Canberra HOG Members 
to a guided tour of the new building on Satur-
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day 12 May 2007 at 3pm. 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be at the 
Canberra City RSL unless otherwise advised.  The 
renovations at Eastlake were taking a little longer 
than expected.  Keep an eye out on the notice 
board for any changes. 

General Business:  Ross Benjamin distributed 
the three designs for the stubby holders for the 
meeting to vote on.  A vote was taken and choice 
number 2 was voted for.  Ross will follow up on 
prices and minimum order amounts and report 
back to the meeting next month.  JB thanked 
Ross for organising the stubby holders. 

Hammer advised that the planning meeting was 
being held on Sunday (12 May 2007) at the Hel-
lenic Club at Woden at 10.00 for 10.30am.  A ta-
ble for 30 has been booked and members are 
welcome to stay for lunch afterwards.  Members 
were encouraged to attend so that a great year of 
rides and functions can be planned for the year 
ahead.  Marie will send out a reminder to mem-
bers. 

Nominations for office bearers will be emailed and 
posted out this weekend.  The AGM will be held 
on Saturday14 July 2007. 

JB reminded everyone that a bowling night is on 
this Saturday (5 May 2007) night at Tuggeranong 
Bowling Alley.  7pm and $23 per head, with fin-
ger food after the games.  Flash is the Road Cap-
tain for this fun night.  Monaro and Canberra 
Chapters played last year, much fun was had and 
lots of people attended from both Chapters. 

Rob reported that he had been contacted by a 
member of Girls Ride Out and she was lobbying 
for Canberra HOG to be involved in a bowling 
night on 17th June with the local Ulysees Chapter 
as well.  JB said that our bowling night on the 5th 
of May would be a good practice for this event.  
Stay tuned.   

Don’t forget the annual Blanket Run at Parliament 
House.  9.30am for 10am at Robbos on Saturday 
12 May 2007. 

Hammer mentioned that he had been approached 
by a member of the Liverpool Chapter at the re-
cent NSW Rally at Albury, asking if their members 
could attend one of our general meetings.  The 
general opinion of the meeting was that they are 
most welcome to attend, but that they wouldn’t 
have any voting rights. 

The meeting closed at 8.05pm. 
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 $ 

Balance 
brought for-
ward 

6,399.57 

Plus money 
banked in 
April 

+1,087.60 

 7,487.17 

Less 
Cheques 
made out in 
April 

-2,836.83 

Balance at 
end of April 

4,650.34 

Financial Report 



Overnight Run to Junee-Coolamon  
Sat. 9th- Sun.10th June 

2007 
For the information of members wishing to attend: 

 
Join us for a gentle and relaxing morning run to Junee. Do the tourist bit and then head to 

Coolamon to experience real country hospitality. Accommodation is available at the pub at a 
cost of $45.00 double or $40.00 twin share. To book ring Nathan on 02 69273028 

Dinner will be provided for the very reasonable cost of $12.00 BBQ 
 

Saturday June 9th            Total Distance approx 260Kms 

 
 

Sunday June 10th              Total Distance  approx 270 kms 

 
 
Lead Road Captain: Rob Hamilton Mob 0416309371 
Rear Road Captain:  Wobbly 
 

From Depart To Arrive 
(approx

) 

Klms Reason 

Robbo’s 10.00am Hall 10.15   

Hall 10.15am Harden 11.30 121 Fuel 
stop 

Harden 11.35 Cootamundra 
Di’s Coffee Shop 

12.15 44 Lunch 
Fuel 

Coota 1.00pm Junee 
Monte Cristo 

1.45 53 Tour $9.50 
Coffee 

Monte 
Cristo 

3.00 Licorice Factory   Tour $4.00 
Fuel 

Junee 4.30 Coolamon 5.15 41 Dinner drinks 
sleep 

From Depart To Arrive Klms Reason 

Coolamon 9.30am Junee 10.00 41 Fuel 

Junee 10.15 Eurongilly-Nangus-
Gundagai 

11.15 60 Fuel/Lunch 
 

Gundagai 12.15 George Harcourt Inn 2.15 170 Debrief 
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Snowy Ride 9, 10 & 11 November 2007 
Thredbo Village 

 
This is a great weekend which is essentially a fundraising ride for Children’s Cancer Institute 
of Australia (CCIA) and is open to all bike riders. Details available on 
www.snowyride.com.au 
 
Ride details:  
 

� Departure times are solely dependent on the ability of people being able to take some 
of Friday the 9th off. 

 
� Typically there is one or more groups going with the main group leaving @1330 hrs 

from the petrol station @ Williamsdale on the Friday and others following later in the 
day. 

 
� The route is direct to Thredbo stopping for fuel and coffee @ Jindabyne. 

 
� Accommodation is always the defining factor with participating in this ride, it 

is up to each individual to arrange their own and it must be organised well in 
advance. 

 
� I have a 5 bedroom chalet booked & filled however the same block also have two, 2-

bedroom chalets available. Should anyone want them they each sleep 2 couples and 
all the info they require is on the website at www.akunachalet.com. 

 
� Other accommodation is available at the “River Inn” across the road from the Akuna 

Chalet, or by logging onto www.stayz.com.au/accommodation/nsw/snowy-
mountains/thredbo 

 
Note: A meeting for those attending will be arranged shortly prior to the ride. 
 

 
 
Activities 
 

• Saturday: Participate in the ride around the Snowy Region as part of “The Snowy Ride” 
 
• Return - Sunday November 11th:The reverse of the ride up with a probable stop at Bredbo 

 
Ross “Biggles” Benjamin 
Ph: 0408 099 008 
Email: ross-kym@bigpond.net.au 

From Depart To Arrive 
(Approx
) 

Travel Time  Klms 

Williamsdale 1330 hrs Jindabyne 1500 90 mins 145 

Jindabyne Fuel & Coffee break     

Jindabyne 1600 Thredbo 1630 30 mins 35 

   Totals 120 mins or  
approx 2 hrs  

180 
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All went well with 11 bikes and 18 members setting off, 9 and 16 respectively going for the weekend, 
one for the run as far as Campbelltown turnoff and one through to the Singleton turn off 
 
Participating Members: 

As would be expected as we set out the weather closed in and it rained a bit around Sutton Forest 
where we made a not-so quick stop to put on the wet weather gear, naturally it didn’t last long and 
we managed to skirt it for the rest of the weekend in spite of the “Rainman” being with us, must be 
loosing his touch – about time. 
 
Due to the huge amount of people at Marulan (the schedule stop for fuel and coffee ended up being a 
flying stop for fuel only then on to Windsor for a long break, fuel up and feed at “Woodies” pizza café 
where we had pre booked a table for 16. Woodies provide a great mixed selection of foods and is rec-
ommended but no chips, sorry Deb. 
 
It was then on up the Putty Road at a leisurely pace as the road was wet in spots. A quick stop at the 
halfway house where we said goodbye to Brett then it was then on to Denman where we booked in 
and then it was down to the bar for the obligatory ale and discussion about the ride up. The discus-
sions (and the alcohol) lasted well into the night with a few slow bodies surfacing the next morning, I 
believe there was one who was unable to face breakfast but I am not allowed to                  mention 
Jess by name. 
 
The bus picked us up at 0930 and Craig stated talking and from the start it was obvious he had a 
vested interest in horses which I think the only interest we had was in “horsepower”. Having said that 
his knowledge of the area was terrific in both the wine and horse industry, and for my part while the 
wineries and olive plantation were interesting and the beverages very good the highlight was the visit 
to the late Jack Ingham’s “Woodlands” horse stud where the great Octagonal is at pasture and a there 
is a statue of Octagonal next to where Jack was buried.  
 
Talking thoroughbreds to the end, Big Jack Ingham is gone - smh.com.au 
 
Saturday night was naturally a bit slower with a few taking early marks and the other diehards par-
taking of some more refreshments and an excellent range of nibbles funded by the club (thankyou – a 
great tradition) and dutifully selected by Rob, Michele and yours truly. 
 
Unfortunately my ride ended here and early Sunday morning 0330 I headed to Brisbane to meet my 
new grandson. 
 
Stuart dutifully took over as RC from Denman to Windsor via Mangrove Mountain along the beautiful 
Hawkesbury River to Wisemans Ferry. At Windsor Stuart and Jess also left the group and headed for 
Bathurst and Rob took over for the rest of the trip. From Windsor it was down Blacktown Road onto 
the freeway and home. It was figured Rob couldn’t go far wrong, but I understand he missed the one 
and only one turn that had to be made and that was the one onto the freeway. 
Cowboy said…………. 
I wasn’t lost, I was just touring. I was probably thinking about the best touring ride I have ever been 
on. Stu lead us down through the national park down to the river crossing at Wisemans Ferry. If you 

Easter 2007 Winery Tour – Hunter Valley Friday April 6th to  

Sunday April 8th 2007 

Ross “Biggles” (RC) Peter H “Hemmo” 

Ron “Rainman” & Marie Deb & Al 

Pam & Les “Liquid” Rob “Cowboy” & Michele (RRC) 

Stuart and Jess Tony “Tones” & Vanessa 

John ”Daisy” & Carol Brett – thru to Singleton 

Len – thru to Campbelltown  
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havnt done this ride, northbound or southbound, “ do yourselves a favour, and just do it!” Honestly it 
was great. 
 
After we left Stu and Jess, they headed west for the mountains, we followed big black clouds all the 
way to the ”twin shells” where we put on our full-on wet weather gear. But , thankfully , in didn’t rain 
on us. 
 
We all waved our goodbyes as we entered Canberra and started thinking about when would our wine 
orders arrive home. “Couple o’ days!!!!” 
 
Thanks to Ross & Stu 
 
Cowboy and Michele 

Hola and buernos dias 
Having found a place that has a computer that is made more recently than the dark ages, I think I 
can now bore you with a bit of a summary of our trip so far. 
 
We started our walk in the Pyrenees mtns in bright sunny weather, the track in the mountains was 
rugged with lots of ascents and descents with spectacular views.  Walking through woods and moun-
tain passes, farms where they kept the cows and sheep in big barns all winter, and lush green 
pastures.  It was fantastic.  Then as we got closer to Pamplona the weather started getting very cold. 
 
Coming out ot Pamplona we had a huge ascent up to a long ridge with wind turbines along it, and the 
view back into the Pamplona valley was worth the sore legs getting up there!  From Pamplona thru to 
Logroño we traveled mostly along valleys and river flats, where there are lots of vineyards, huge 
fields of the local delicacy of white asparagus and cereal crops. Again some lovely views and pleasant 
walking despite the weather. 
 
 There is obviously some "rule" that says little villages need to be on the tops of hills, you need to as-
cend up to them and then find a little cafe for a refreshing coffee, wine or ale, then descend out of the 
village and go on your way.  this is fine, but let me say that some days that walk up into the village 
seems like Mt Everest! 
 
We spent 6 days or so walking about 140 Kms into Logroño, by then the weather was very cold, and 
rainy, with snow falling in the higher areas and even in Burgos. This weather made the track very bad 
for walking, dangerous in parts and unpassable with muddy quagmires in others.  So we bussed 
between the cities of Logroño, Burgos and Leon, (where we are now), we have spent two days in 
each, sightseeing and resting. We have seen gothic churches, roman ruins (woman wuins!), lots of 
old fortifications from the middle ages, you name it!  Been to museums, gallaries etc.  We have seen  
some original MichelAngelo works and other amazing historic artifacts. 
 
The huge cold front has now moved into the southern areas of Spain and the eather has improved, 
still a bit chilly but sunny, so tomorrow we re-commence our walk and will do the last 250 or so Kms 
into Santiago de Compostella over the next fortnight or so.  There is a heat wave in the UK and in 
other parts of Europe, hopefully this will warm up the parts of Spain we are in! 
 
We have been trying to stay in the old parts of the towns & cities, what they call here the ´gotica´ 
(gothic) areas, which makes for interesting accommodations.  In Burgos we were in a Hostal that I 
will guarantee you had the worlds smallest bathroom, we had a shower, toilet and basin all in the 
space of a normal phone box!! You really had to be a contortionist to manage anything in that room.  
we have tried to stick to small hotels and hostels for our nights, but that is not always possible.  In 
one town the only place we could find a bed was at the Albergue, which means you share a room with 
30 strangers (pilgirms)!  UGH!! That night I think I got about an hour´s sleep along with most of the 
others in the room, the guy in the bed next to me had the loudest snore, it shook the walls!! the place 
was attached to a sports stadium, so John went out and slept on the concrete bleachers and got 
about 4 hours sleep! 
 
The wine and food hase been the best part of the experience so far.  We have been enjoying very 
much the Spanish way of eating late and having the siesta in the afternoons, the local specialties are 



I’m just easing along on a fine autumn 
day, down the drone-way Hume and wondering 
how this rally-virgin (as Hammer so eloquently 
described me) would find a HOG Rally? Its not 
that I’ve never been to a bike rally – I’ve been 
to a few score and ten, but on different 
Marques. No this was really about whether the 
riding would be the highlight or the event itself, 
the people or maybe the Bourbon, to which I’m 
also much of a newcomer! In this case, it’s the 
NSW State Rally 2007, at the Hume Weir, a 
great spot that I had rode through only 10 days 
before, on the way to that sublime riders route, 
the Elliot Way via Tintaldra. 

But the Hume is not so boring, when the 
devil in front of seven others, is pushing the 
speed above 130 – and winding around the 
other trucks and cars – I just love this riding bit 
and the new FLSTC is absolutely humming. We 
stop a few times on the way down, more often 
than I’m used to with a long-range tank, but 
that’s fine. We fill up with fuel or coffee or both 
depending on your need, tell stories and get into 
the swing of it quite quickly.  

The haste is mainly to avoid the overhang-
ing rain clouds, which threaten but don’t spit, 
and soon we turn off that brilliant Albury by-
pass and head out to the Hume Weir Caravan 
Park. For me, I’m a gatecrasher to this event, as 
the 600 people who signed up officially with the 
Kelly Country HOG mob, are merely the advance 
shock troops – the waves of others are following 
close behind, and swell total numbers to 800 or 
so. And you can tell. One big difference of this 
rally is the noise – I Love the Smell of HOG 
breath in the Morning or something like that 
mis-quoted. 

Of course, all the usual stuff is there – the 
fiery cauldrons, the HOGs BAR with beer, Bour-
bon and the rest, shops selling a zillion things 
you don’t really need but will buy anyway, plus a 
bunch of blokes lead by Rob H trying to buy me 
four drinks at once just to see if I fall off (or 
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more likely give up trying to pitch my tent and 
just roll up in it, in the rain). But no, we wander 
next door and set up tents, next to Rob, Marie 
and Hammer for me – and some loon from Wol-
longong, whose father owns a bus company, and 
who has bought along a Winnebago that’s larger 
than a semi-trailer! – complete with spotless 
Knuckle on a 15000 dollar trailer itself.  

In amongst this, I’m trying to take a mental 
note of all the “shouts” I owe to Rob, Hammer 
and others – I can imagine a party coming that 
will be really expensive – or maybe they are just 
great blokes! Anyway, the tents are up and we sit 
in the evening light, looking across the dam, im-
bibing a few and wondering why we don’t do this 
a lot more often. Friends drop by, and soon I am 
introduced to half of Australia who owns a HD – 
and maybe I’ll remember a few names for next 
time. 

Evening dinner is a BBQ, and the queue is 
huge. Kelly’s didn’t quite master the “serving 
many at once” thing, and as I didn’t have a rally 
ticket, just walked in the back entrance via the 
dunny and picked up a meal. Sorry – I was v. 
hungry and good simple food was needed to soak 
up the alcohol.  A real crowd had turned up from 
Canberra and so I chatted to all and sundry – and 
there were many of the latter – including “The 
Padre” who really looks like that, but prefers to 
be addressed as Dominic. Cowboy was there with 
“Annie O” Michelle, Rob, Flash, Pam, Rainman, 
Hammer and of course El Presidente. I asked 
Rainman about all those badges on his vest and 
got a one hour story – most interesting it was too 
– then enquired as to whether he likes his nick-
name or his real name – and was told the first 
won out every time. Stupid question, followed by 
a second one – does it rain on all your rides? 
“Yep, and this one will too!” (Jinxed - it wasn’t 
raining yet but bucketed down that night.) 

Day 2 was a Saturday, and I already felt 
like I’d had a full weekend, but I still rose early, 
and went for a long walk – brilliant at dawn. The 

Rally Around! 

the white asparagus (delicious) local chorizo sausage  (spicy) and the local bread is fresh and not like 
anything in Australia. 
 
Our packs were way too heavy, we have lightend our load by about 4-5kgs 
between us, by sending a package of unnecessary items home, and we have 
bought good hiking boots to cope better with the mud and the rocky mountain 
trails we are walking on. 
 
Anyway enough for now, I hope this finds you all well, 
 
Adios and hasta luego, 
love to all from 
Gen & John 



others clambered out of their tents or Motels at 
all hours some still dopey, but Hammer was the 
one really  hammered (and I have a great photo 
to prove it!). The order of the morning apart from 
a trip via the loo to get a great breakfast again, 
was setting up for the Thunder Run. Kelly’s had 
lined up a mile of road cones with a sign on each 
– Perth, Hobart, Alice, Sydney, Canberra, Wool-
margama etc so that we could all assemble in 
some sort of logical order. Chaos reigned of 
course, until it was time to take a photo of the 
lot. By that time I’d seen a WLA Outfit, a knuckle, 
a brace of brilliant shovels and a nice chrome 
pan, along with a sidecar made out of a coffin 
and a bunch of other “interesting” bikes. Some 
guy had a relatively new bike, bought for about 
$28K and had then added another $50k of 
chrome and sundry bits. It did look the witches 
britches, but also a pain in the cheques book. An-
other, aged 83, had ridden from Alice Springs on 
his Dyna just to join us. 

Then everyone started up – and they don’t 
call this the Thunder Run for nothing. I just hope 
all you long-time HD riders never consider this 
“ordinary” because it aint. The sound and sight of 
the huge line of Harleys rolling through Albury 
and Wodonga was just brill. Of course hundreds 
of people stood on the side of the road and 
waved or watched or put their kids on the shoul-
ders to get a better view. A small boy came over 
to me at the stopping point and asked if he could 
touch my bike – adoration starts young – just 
steer clear of the pipes. So I sat him on it, and 
his dad took a photo - and yet another HOG 
member in the making. 

We had pulled into a paddock in town, be-
side a large fast food place, and here the official 
lot got another feed, but Dom and I went looking 
at the “show and shine” bikes and there were 
some beauties. There was the LOH section, with 
all sorts of painted bikes, but I had to squint in 
the midday sun to look at the Sportster in candy 
apple pink. The Coffin had a place and another in 
the same group was my first genuine rat-bike 
sighting in Australia – it was pig-ugly too.  Later 
we hammered up the road to the two HD stores 
and looked at their kit – for new businesses, not 
a bad start, then we headed home to the Weir.  

I bought a few souvenirs and we sank a 
number of tinnies, while watching the Gymkhana. 
Now this I could really get into. A “slow” race for 
Harleys seems to be a bit like Military Intelligence 
– an oxymoron. But the sheer mass of the an-
chor-women in the winning tug-of-war teams had 
to be seen to be believed. To put it mildly “axe 
handles” were lost as a measure of width – insti-
tute “barn gates” here. Our guys couldn’t win the 
beer-barrel rolling – I’m sure they had consumed 
the contents of the keg before they got to ride 
their bikes behind them in some cases.  

Dinner was to be out of town at 
the Kinross Shearing Shed come restaurant 
and a big night was had by all. The staggering 
of the bus arrivals didn’t happen, so the queues 
were long again, so I rode elsewhere for a meal 
– a silly move as it absolutely pissed down on 
the way home (and I have seen more heavy 
rain showers on this bike than on all the others 
put together). My state was not helped by the 
rapidly disappearing rain suit, melting against a 
hot engine. Nonetheless, we all slept like logs. 

Day 3 saw Dom and I get an early start. 
Some were heading up the Hume, but we went 
via Corryong, Thredbo and Cooma. The ride via 
the back lanes of the Kiewa Valley Highway will 
be one I will never forget – with autumn trees 
dropping their leaves, to be whisked aside by 
that white Harley cruising at gentle speeds. WE 
had coffee at Corryong, followed by a slick ride 
through Khancoban and Geehi to Thredbo. 
Dominic is trying to find a “No Falls, No Balls” 
patch, so we searched every emporium in 
Thredders, then retired to an absolutely de-
lightful lunch. Despite a little rain, this turned 
out to be a fabulous day of riding, one never to 
be forgotten.  Atmospheric I’d call it. 

 
A special thanks to those of you who tol-

erated this wide-eyed greenie – but I loved it, 
and you all helped make it just special.  So 
where do I sign up for next year? 

Olly Moon…. 

( Note from Director:  Riding name yet to be 
decided but by golly were there a few flying 
around on Friday night!!!  Great to have Olly on 
board!!) 
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NSW Rally Pics 
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Over the next few editions of the Newsletter I intend to include important and valuable group riding 
tips. So keep your eyes open for them. I will start with the ones I feel are most important 

 
• Group riding requires an extreme level of awareness and concentration. Be on your guard at 

all times. 
 

• Ride within your limits. Never try to keep up with others. If you feel that the pace is too fast 
drop back to the rear road captain. 

 
• Always ride in staggered formation unless advised by road captain to ride in single file. Do not 

pass the bike in front of you and observe the 3 second rule for your safety and the safety of 
others. 

 
• Always come to any ride fully prepared; with a full tank of petrol and appropriate clothing. 

 
• The Canberra Harley Owners Group has a NO ALCOHOL policy on rides. If any member has al-

cohol at a ride then that person’s ride with the club ends there. They can no longer ride with 
the members but must find their own way home.  

 
Rob Hamilton 

From the Head Road Captain 



 

      

 

 

 

 

H.O.G. CANBERRA CHAPTER INC. 
 
 

 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 

The Annual General Meeting and Dinner 
will be held on 

Saturday 14 July 2007 
 6.00pm AGM 

Dinner at 7.30pm 
at 

EASTLAKE FOOTBALL CLUB 
3 Oxley Crescent Griffith 

 

Cost is $25 per head 
(Subsidised by the Club) 

 
RSVP by 2 July 

by either 
Entering your name on the Run Sheet at the shop 

or by email to oz-kiwi@bigpond.net.au  
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Hi all, 
 
A preliminary planning meeting was held last week for the National Rally and Vic State rally. 
 
The following is a broad outline of the plans for the club rides to/from these rallies.  Note you must 
organize your own accommodation AT the rallies. 
 
You must get your names on the board (notices will be up at the shop this week) or send an email to 
Marie or Rob Hamilton if you are attending either rally and would like to join the club runs.  Also, 
please let us know if you are going to either rally but taking an alternative route, to determine logis-
tics for the rally as we are intending to take the Marque, barbecue and other club items.  It is our in-
tention to block book accommodation for all traveling to/from the rallies with the club ride but we will 
need to know numbers.  A more detailed planning meeting (similar to that held for Airlie Beach) will 
be held and all attending the rallies will be invited so make sure you get your details to us asap so 
that you are included. 
 
A. From Canberra To National - Road Captains -  Marie/Hammer/Emu/Daisy (and sup-

port vehicle) 
 

Departing Wednesday 24th October – Taking a beautiful scenic route through the back of 
Wagga/Finley to Deniliquin and then up to Mildura and through to SA. 
 

 
 
B. From National To Canberra - Road Captain – David Mylan 

Departing Monday 29th October – Taking a 2 day direct ride home. 
 
C. From National To Phillip Island – Vic Rally - Road Captains – 

Daisy/Hammer/Marie/Emu (and support vehicles) 
Departing Tuesday 30th October – Taking the scenic route via the Great Ocean Road down 
to Queenscliffe and arriving at the rally on Friday 2nd November. (not to be missed) 

 
D. From Canberra To Vic Rally - Road Captain – Rob Hamilton 

Departing Thursday 1st November – Taking a scenic route over two days at Rob’s discre-
tion. 
 
E. From Vic Rally To Canberra - Road Captains – Rob Hamilton/ 

Daisy/Hammer/Marie/Emu (and support vehicles) 
Departing Sunday or Monday (TBC)– Taking a 2 day ride home probably through Lakes En-
trance first night and up through the mountains to Bombala and then home. 

 
 
Look forward to hearing from you!!   

Departure Date Stop over approx Kms 

Wed 24th Deniliquin 520 

Thursday 25th Mildura 502 

Friday 26th Nurioopta 330 

CHOG ANNOUNCEMENT 
NATIONAL RALLY – BAROSSA VALLEY SOUTH AUSTRALIA  

26TH –29TH October 2007 
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CHOG CALENDAR July – September 2007 

Date Day Run/Activity Meeting Place Time Ride Contact 

July      

05/07/2007 Thursday Monthly Meeting Eastlake Football Club 6.30pm for 7.00pm Marie 

07/07/2007 Saturday Meet the Members Run Robbo’s 10.30am for 11.00am Rob Hamilton 

07/07/2007 Saturday RENEWALS DAY—Club Photo Shoot Robbo’s 10.00am for 10.30am Committee/Flash 

14/07/2007 Saturday Annual General Meeting Eastlake Football Club 6.00pm for 6.30pm Marie/Graeme Cottrell 

August      

02/08/2007 Thursday Monthly Meeting Eastlake Football Club 6.30pm for 7.00pm Marie 

04/08/2007 Saturday Meet the Members Run Robbo’s 10.30am for 11.00am Marie 

05/08/2007 Sunday Goulburn Lunch Robbo’s 10.30am for 11.00am Rainman 

19/08/2007 Sunday SCAVENGER HUNT/FAMILY DAY Robbo’s 9.30am for 10.00am Rob 

September      

01/09/2007 Saturday Meet the Members Run Robbo’s 10.30am for 11.00am Daisy 

02/09/2007 Sunday GYMKHANA PRACTISE DAY Robbo’s 9.30am for 10.00am Marie/Rob/Emu 

06/09/2007 Thursday Monthly Meeting Eastlake Football Club 6.30pm for 7.00pm Marie 

09/09/2007 Sunday Harden/Cootamundra/Jugiong Robbo’s 9.30am for 10am Rob Hamilton 

22-23/09/2007 Sat/Sun Chapter Challenge at MORUYA Robbo’s TBA Marie/Hammer 

28/09/2007 Friday QUARTERLY BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION Hellenic Club 6.00pm for 6.30pm Graeme Cottrell 

22/07/2007 Sunday Captains Flat—Outsider Cafe Robbo’s 10.30am for 11.00am Daisy (olly) 

CHOG Sausage Sizzle Schedule—Every Saturday at Robbo’s 12.00pm to 1pm (Unless otherwise published) 

July Contact August Contact September Contact 

07/07/2007 Marie & Hammer 04/08/2007 Paul & Terri 01/09/2007 Ross 

14/07/2007 Daisy 11/08/2007 Col & Pam 08/09/2007 Wobbly 

21/07/2007 Graeme & Sal 18/08/2007 Deb & Al 15/09/2007 Rob H 

28/07/2007 Emu 25/08/2007 John Weldon 22/09/2007 No BBQ today 

    29/09/2007 Rob & Michelle 



Date Day Run/Activity Meeting Place Time Ride Contact 

October      

04/10/2007 Thursday Monthly Meeting Eastlake Football Club 6.30pm for 7.00pm Marie 

06/10/2007 Saturday Meet the Members Run Robbo’s 10.30am for 11.00am David Mylan 

14/10/2007 Sunday Kangaroo Valley Robbo’s 8.30am for 9.00am TBA 

24/10/2007 Wednesday Club ride departs for National Rally Robbo’s 8.30am for 9.00am Hammer/Marie/Emu/Daisy 

26-29/10/2007 Friday National Rally—Barossa Valley    

November      

02-05/11/2007 Friday VIC Rally Robbo’s—Watch for details  Rob Hamilton 

03/11/2007 Saturday Meet the Members Run Robbo’s 10.30am for 11.00am TBA 

08/11/2007 Thursday Monthly Meeting Eastlake Football Club 6.30pm for 7.00pm Marie 

09-11/11/2007 Friday Snowy Mountains Ride See notice board for details  Ross 

18/11/2007 Sunday COWRA—day trip—club catering Robbo’s 9.30am for 10.00am Marie 

December      

01/12/2007 Saturday Meet the Members Run Robbo’s 10.30am for 11.00am Hammer 

02/12/2007 Sunday CLUB XMAS PARTY/Birthday function COMMITTEE Watch for details Kiwi & crew 

06/12/2007 Thursday Monthly Meeting Eastlake Football Club 6.30pm for 7.00pm Marie 

08/12/2007 Saturday Toy Run Robbo’s 9.00am for 9.30am Marie 

19/12/2007 WEDNESDAY Christmas lights Robbo’s   

      

CHOG CALENDAR October—December 2007 

CHOG Breakfast—Every Saturday at Robbo’s 11.00am to 12 noon (Unless otherwise published) 

July Contact August Contact September Contact 

06/10/2007 Olaf 03/0112007 Wobbly 01/12/2007 Paul & Terri 

13/10/2007 Ross 10/11/2007 Marie & Hammer 08/12/2007 No brekky today—Toy Run 

27/10/2007 John Weldon 24/11/2007 Merideth 22/12/2007 No brekky today—Merry 
Christmas 

20/10/2007 Stu & Jess 17/11/2007 David & Pia 15/12/2007 Graeme & Sal 
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Member’s profiles 

 

 
 

 

Ian Parker  

  

Nickname  Emu 

Position’s held Webmaster; Road 
Captain. 

HOG member since 1990     Life Mem-
ber 

Best ride  

Best HOG event attended QLD State Rally 
Cairns 

Funniest HOG moment Too many to men-
tion 

Current Harley model Road King 

Favourite music Led Zepplin 

Favourite movie Pink Floyd; The 
Wall & Apocolypse 
now 

Likes to eat Anything edible 

Likes to drink Bundy & Red Wine 

Page 20 



Page 21 

 
 
 
 

John Day  

  

Nickname  Daisy 

Position’s held Road Captain. 

HOG member since 2000 

Best ride Canberra – Alice 
Springs National 
rally 2005 

Best HOG event attended National rally Airlie 
Beach 2006 

Funniest HOG moment Watching Chris Taylor  
being hypnotised. 

Current Harley model FLHT Electraglide Ultra 
classic 

Favourite music Rock & Roll 

Favourite movie Lord of the rings  
trilogy 

Likes to eat Steak 

Likes to drink Beer 



***** New Members Info Session *********** New Members Info Session *********** New Members Info Session *********** New Members Info Session ****** 

 
 

On the FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH we will be holding an information session for all new members. On the FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH we will be holding an information session for all new members. On the FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH we will be holding an information session for all new members. On the FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH we will be holding an information session for all new members. 

(All members are welcome to attend).(All members are welcome to attend).(All members are welcome to attend).(All members are welcome to attend). 
 

The session will start at 10.15am at Robbos over coffee and thenThe session will start at 10.15am at Robbos over coffee and thenThe session will start at 10.15am at Robbos over coffee and thenThe session will start at 10.15am at Robbos over coffee and then 

WE go on the NEW MEMBERS RIDE at 11.00am if you like what you hear …..WE go on the NEW MEMBERS RIDE at 11.00am if you like what you hear …..WE go on the NEW MEMBERS RIDE at 11.00am if you like what you hear …..WE go on the NEW MEMBERS RIDE at 11.00am if you like what you hear ….. 
 

COME AND FIND OUT WHAT REALLY HAPPENS!COME AND FIND OUT WHAT REALLY HAPPENS!COME AND FIND OUT WHAT REALLY HAPPENS!COME AND FIND OUT WHAT REALLY HAPPENS! 
 

What do all the patches mean?What do all the patches mean?What do all the patches mean?What do all the patches mean? 

Why do they wear leather?Why do they wear leather?Why do they wear leather?Why do they wear leather? 

Why do they call themselves strange names?Why do they call themselves strange names?Why do they call themselves strange names?Why do they call themselves strange names? 

What’s all this formation riding stuff?What’s all this formation riding stuff?What’s all this formation riding stuff?What’s all this formation riding stuff? 

What are rallies?What are rallies?What are rallies?What are rallies? 

Are they really as bad as they look?Are they really as bad as they look?Are they really as bad as they look?Are they really as bad as they look? 
 

COME ALONG AND FIND OUT FOR YOURSELVESCOME ALONG AND FIND OUT FOR YOURSELVESCOME ALONG AND FIND OUT FOR YOURSELVESCOME ALONG AND FIND OUT FOR YOURSELVES 
 

WHO KNOWS, YOU MAY JUST LIKE WHAT YOU HEAR!!!WHO KNOWS, YOU MAY JUST LIKE WHAT YOU HEAR!!!WHO KNOWS, YOU MAY JUST LIKE WHAT YOU HEAR!!!WHO KNOWS, YOU MAY JUST LIKE WHAT YOU HEAR!!! 

 
RegardsRegardsRegardsRegards 

Marie (Devil)Marie (Devil)Marie (Devil)Marie (Devil) 

Drop me a note on Drop me a note on Drop me a note on Drop me a note on mariestav@bigpond.commariestav@bigpond.commariestav@bigpond.commariestav@bigpond.com or call on 0413 312237 for more info or call on 0413 312237 for more info or call on 0413 312237 for more info or call on 0413 312237 for more info 
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Robbo’s Harley-Davidson 

Canberra ACT 

 1 2 9 N e w c a s t l e S t r e e t ,  F y s h w i c k , A C T .  0 2 6 2 8 0 6 9 3 9 / 0 2 6 2 8 0 5 9 6 5
 

 R o b b o ’ s M o t o r c y c l e s ; s p e c i a l i s i n g i n H a r l e yD a v i d s o n
 A c c e s s o r i e s , p a r t s , c l o t h i n g a n d c o l l e c t i b l e s .

 
 F o r t h e B e s t H a r l e y D a v i d s o n S a l e s , S e r v i c e &S u p p o r t

 I t h a s t o b e R O B B O ’ S .
 

 O u r w e b s i t e
 w w w . r o b b o s m o t o r c y c l e s . c o m . a u

 i s u p d a t e d d a i l y .
 

 
Check out Pete's Power Page 

on the ROBBOS’ web site. 
 

Project Bikes. 
Plus performance comparisons - 
exhaust systems before and after. 

Power Commander now in 
operation for total fuel mapping. 

Have a chat with Pete and start planning %OW. 
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